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SUBJECT — ENGLISH (LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE)

1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.

Perhaps the environmental crisis at hand has not yet touched your life, but the time is shortly to
come. Recently NASA reports of a 60% loss of ozone over the Arctic provide an explanation of an
increased severity in the world’s weather patterns which has only begun to affect us, whether
directly or indirectly. The social, political or economic implications are difficult to imagine as our
ozone layer continues to thin, forests disappear and desertification is occurring at an alarming rate.

Today, almost one million acres of forest disappear each week. This alarming rate of deforestation is
forcing many world economies to rethink their business and manufacturing practices. A seventy-feet
tree cut for its lumber takes 65 years to replace. A seventy-feet bamboo cut for the market can be
replaced in less than 3 months, and bamboo is officially recognized as the world’s fastest growing
plant. Some species can grow upto 3 feet per day.

Driven by the constantly growing consumer demand for environmentally friendly products, bamboo
is gaining momentum as a reliable source of high quality and durable green building material over
traditional non-sustainable products. Bamboo is known to produce 30% more oxygen than a
hardwood forest of comparable size, while preventing erosion, restoring soil, providing sweet edible
shoots and removing toxins from contaminated soil. Ecologists tout bamboo as a logical, renewable
source of building material. Many promote bamboo planting for erosion prevention, and to reverse
the effects of global warming. Being a grass, bamboo regenerates without replanting after
harvesting.

Traditional hardwood lumber trees such as oak, maple and birch take 40-50 years to regenerate. In
the meantime, there is less oxygen produced, less carbon dioxide consumed, and more soil run-off in
the spot where those trees wee harvested- all producing negative environmental effects. Our planet
is suffering from resource depletion, habitat loss, species extinction and ecosystem pollution. The
choice of bamboo as building

material will greatly help reverse those negative trends.
Answer the following questions on the basis of the passage you have read.

(a) According to Nasa, what is the reason for increased severity in the world's patterns?
(b) What is deforestation forcing the world economies to do?

(c) How is bamboo helpful for the environment?

(d) Why is the use of bamboo gaining momentum?

(e) What is the greatest advantage of bamboo?
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(f) Which trees take 40-50 years to regrow?

(g) What are the four problems troubling the earth?

(h) Find a word from para 3 which is similar in meaning to 'publcise’.
(i) What does the author promote as a building material?

2. Read the following passage carefully:

1. Delhi, they say has a lot of history. From last Monday, it arguably has a little less. The tonga, which
symbolised tradition on the roads of this 21st century capital of an emerging power, has been
grounded. The municipal corporation made the decision pleading the need to ease traffic
congestion. Many say it is a moot point if Delhi’s few-hundred tongas crowded its roads
unsustainably. More important, should heritage be sacrificed at the alter of convenience? Lessons
from around the world and out of the box solutions:

2. Tonga Tours: How about weekend rides up and down Rajpath in order for tourists to experience
the presidential grandeur of Lutyens’ Delhi? Or from Red Fort all the way down to Chandni Chowk so
that the magic and liveliness of the market can be seen up close, suggests photographer Raghu Rai.

3. The plight of the now-unemployed tongawallahs spurred 15-year-old animal lover, Bhamini
Rautela-Pahwa and four friends to start a signature campaign. The teenager says it is sacrilege that
“Delhi’s heritage can be lost. How can tongawallahs be allowed to lose their ancestral identity and
the horses lose a home? MCD is planning for tomorrow, but at what cost?” She suggests that Rai’s
heritage tonga tours should use the existing vehicles but ensure that they are refurbished and clean.
“Educate the tongawallahs to act as tour guides; organizations like Itihasa and students can help
them,” says Tautela-Pahwa.

4, Tonga tours would offer “tourists a spectacular view of the historic buildings at a wonderful pace
.... a far better than whizzing past them in a car or a bus”, says conservation architect Abha Narain
Lambah.

5. Some Indian cities have shown the way. Mumbai PR consultant Ameya Bundelly says the Victoria
tongas that ply on Marine Drive and around the Gateway of India afford “sheer pleasure”. It is, he
says, an extraordinary luxury to be “driven along the sea in a horse-drawn carriage. It just has to
transport you to another era”.

6. In Kolkata too the Victoria tonga plies round and about the Victoria Memorial a gentle, but
thrilling reminder of the days of the Raj.

2.1. Now answer the following questions in brief.

(i). What did tonga symbolise in Delhi? Why did the Municipal Corporation decide to
stop it on the capital roads?

(ii). What spurred Bhamini Rautela-Pahwa and four friends to start a signature
campaign? How does Bhamini view the decision of the Delhi Municipal Corporation?

(iii). What does she suggest? Who, according to her, will be helpful in this regard?

(iv). How do tongas work in cities like Mumbai and Kolkata?

2.2. Vocabulary.

(i). Find a word in the passage in para 1 which means ‘blockage’.
(ii). Find a word in the passage in para 6 which means ‘sensational’.
(iii) Find the antonym of 'poverty' from para 5
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(iv) Find a word in the passage in para 3 which is the same as ‘disrespect to a sacred thing’.

3. “It gets easy to get distracted and succumb to the worry of what will happen next, especially
when a pandemic is hovering above our heads. To overcome this, we should fill a bit of positivity

in our lives.”

Based on the outline given above and using your own ideas write an article on the topic:

‘Let’s grow together! Be a social responsible citizen during Corona crisis’

4. Read the conversation between Anita and Prakash. Then report the paragraph that follows.
Anita: What do want to do this morning?

Prakash: | feel like taking a walk. It‘s so nice outside.

Anita: Great, let’s walk around the lake in the park.

Prakash: It's really rocky here.

Anita: Yes, watch your steps so you don‘t trip.

Anita asked Prakash (a) . Prakash answered thathe (b) . It was so nice outside.
Anita agreed to this and suggested (c) . Then Prakash observed that (d)

. Anita cautioned him to watch his steps.

5. Read the following conversation between Shilpa and Jaya and report the paragraph that
follows.

Shilpa: Can | borrow your English textbook?
laya: Sure you can. But when will you return it?
Shilpa: | will return it to you after two days from today.

laya: Please do as | have to prepare for the exams.

Shilpa asked Jaya (a) . Jaya replied that (b) and asked her
(c) . Shilpa said she (d) . Jaya urged her (e) since
she (f)

6. Inthe passage below one word has been omitted in each line. . Write the omitted word along
with the words that come before and after in your answer sheet.. The first one has been done as
an example.

The small town was the was at the
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